DeKalb County School System

Elementary Standards & Grading Procedures

2nd Grade 


Teacher:  Kristen L. Drake
School Phone Number: 678-874-9002
Email Address: Kristen_L_Drake@fc.dekalb.k12.ga.us
School Website Link: www.Vanderlyn.com
Personal Website: http://worksheetless.com/
Course Descriptions:

Georgia Performance Standards (GPS) for ELA, Math and Science

GPS for Language Arts:  Second grade students will receive instruction in reading, writing, and listening, speaking and viewing.  By the end of 2nd Grade, students will be able to:

· Read more fluently

· Read to learn

· Apply phonics to more complex word studies

· Read longer, more complex texts, including chapter books

· Begin editing and revising their work

· Use symbolic language to denote abstract concepts such as courage, freedom, time seasons

· Manipulate language for specific contexts

· Expand sentences and form new sentence structures with appropriate punctuation

· Engage in a variety of language and literary activities involving reading, writing, speaking, and listening

GPS for Mathematics:  All students will be actively engaged in developing mathematical understandings in real and relevant contexts.  By the end of 2nd Grade, students will be able to:

· Understand place value and number relationships in addition and subtraction

· Understand the relationship between multiplication and addition, and use simple concepts of multiplication

· Understand and compare common fractions with small denominators

· Represent problem-solving situations using mathematical expressions, including =, <, and >

· Describe and classify shapes by recognizing their geometric attributes

· Measure length with appropriate units

· Tell time to the nearest 5 minutes and identify time relationships

· Count back change, and use decimal notation and dollar and cent symbols

· Pose questions and collect, analyze, and interpret data using simple tables, picture and bar graphs, and Venn diagrams

· Solve problems using strategies such as look for a pattern and guess and check

GPS for Science:  Second grade students will use inquiry to focus on questions about the world around them, including questions related to earth science, physical science, and life science.  DeKalb students are taught science through the use of Critical Experiences which are direct experiences that children should have when studying a specific content area.  By the end of 2nd Grade, students will be able to:

· Raise questions about the world around them and seek answers through observation and exploration

· Recognize attributes of sun, moon, and stars

· Identify and describe energy

· Demonstrate changes in speed and direction using pushes and pulls

· Locate sources of heat and light energy

· Form ideas about natural and manipulated changes such as changes in the earth’s surface and changes in the attributes of materials

· Investigate life cycles of plants, animals, and fungi

· Observe seasonal changes in trees

GPS for Social Studies:   Second grade students will study important historical figures in Georgia, as well as the Creek and Cherokee cultures in Georgia. In addition, 2nd graders will begin to examine the basic concept of government and continue to acquire basic economic concepts. By the end of 2nd grade, students will be able to: 
· Identify and describe the lives of significant figures in Georgia history and show how these figures exhibit positive traits of citizenship
· Describe the Georgia Creek and Cherokee cultures
· Locate and describe the major topographic systems
· Describe the cultural and geographic systems associated with historical figures in Georgia and with the Creek and Cherokee people
· Define the concept of government, identify the roles of specific elected officials, and identify specific government buildings
· Relate the concepts of opportunity costs and allocation of goods and services to prior understanding of economics

National Standards for Physical Education and Health 

Physical Education: The goal of physical education is to develop physically educated individuals who have the knowledge, skills, and confidence to enjoy a lifetime of healthful physical activity.  The curriculum for physical education includes six national standards:

· Standard 1: Demonstrates competency in motor skills and movement patterns needed to perform a variety of physical activities.

· Standard 2: Demonstrates understanding of movement concepts, principles, strategies, and tactics as they apply to the learning and performance of physical activities.

· Standard 3: Participates regularly in physical activity.

· Standard 4: Achieves and maintains a health-enhancing level of physical fitness.

· Standard 5: Exhibits responsible personal and social behavior that respects self and others in physical activity settings.

· Standard 6: Values physical activity for health, enjoyment, challenge, self-expression, and/or social interaction.

Health Education provides students with the opportunity to learn about a variety of topics related to their physical, emotional, and social health.  The curriculum for health includes eight national standards:

· Standard 1: Students will comprehend concepts related to health promotion and disease prevention to enhance health.
· Standard 2: Students will analyze the influence of family, peers, culture, media, technology and other factors on health behaviors.
· Standard 3: Students will demonstrate the ability to access valid information and products and services to enhance health.
· Standard 4: Students will demonstrate the ability to use interpersonal communication skills to enhance health and avoid or reduce health risks.
· Standard 5: Students will demonstrate the ability to use decision-making skills to enhance health.
· Standard 6: Students will demonstrate the ability to use goal-setting skills to enhance health.
· Standard 7: Students will demonstrate the ability to practice health-enhancing behaviors and avoid or reduce risks.
· Standard 8: Students will demonstrate the ability to advocate for personal, family and community health.
Core Instructional Materials and Resources (Textbook/Publisher/web links):
English Language Arts:   Scott Foresman Reading Program

Mathematics:  Houghton Mifflin:  Math Expressions & Math Georgia

Science:   Harcourt Wild About Science

Social Studies:    Houghton Mifflin Social Studies: Georgia
Physical Education and Health:  

http://www.pecentral.org/
http://www.cdc.gov/HealthyYouth/index.htm
http://www.healthierus.gov/exercise.html
Web Links for Parental Support

· CompassLearning & Odyseey  http://www.compasslearning.com
· NetTrekker classic & Netrekker di (Differentiated Instruction) http://’www.nettrekker.com
· Information on standards-based education http://edinformatics.com/parents.htm
· Georgia Department of Education (Standards for all content areas) http://www.doe.k12.ga.us
· Homework Help http://school.discovery.com
· Resources, research tools, and grade-specific activities http://lightspan.com
· Educational games for students and advice for parents http://school.discovery.com
English language Arts  Web Links for Parental Support
· Scott Foresman Reading for Georgia Program 
www.sfreading.com
· Discovery School.com 
http://school.discovery.com
· Family Education
http://school.familyeducation.com/reading/cognitive-development/38329.html
· Web English Teacher 
http://www.webenglishteacher.com/readingmain.html
· Starfall Learning 
http://www.starfall.com/
· Reading Websites for Parents http://kisdwebs.katyisd.org/campuses/PE/parentresources/Documents/Reading_Websites_For_Parents.pdf
Mathematics  Web Links for Parental Support:

· Houghton Mifflin          
www.eduplace.com 

· U.S. Dept. of ED.

www.ed.gov/pubs/parents/Math/index.html
· Bi-Lingual Math Ed.

http://www.aaamath.com/
· Math Education

http://www.math.com/parents.html
· Online Math Games

http://www.coolmath4kids.com/
Science  Web Links for Parental Support

· Released test items from state testing program http://www.edinformatics.com/testing/testing.htm
· Ask-a-scientist.  http://www.madsci.org/
· Genetics Resources written at the Elementary Level http://learn.genetics.utah.edu/
· Volcanoes http://volcano.und.edu/
· Web Site Associated with Textbook: www. thinkcentral.com
· Web Site Associated with Textbook:  www.hspscience.com
Social Studies  Web Links for Parental Support

· Houghton Mifflin www.eduplace.com 

· Social Studies Sites for Elementary Students http://www.ortegaelementary.org/socialstudiessites.htm

· National Geographic http://www.nationalgeographic.com/kids/
· World Almanac for Kids http://www.worldalmanacforkids.com/explore/timeline.html
· Statistical data for countries that are a part of the United Nations http://www.un.org/Pubs/CyberSchoolBus/infonation/e_infonation.htm

· Learn about everyday habits and customs from various cultures around the world. http://www.netlaputa.ne.jp/~tokyo3/e/       
· How to register to vote in the United States http://www.registervote.com/   

Physical Education and Health Web Links for Parental Support

· http://www.cdc.gov/NCCDPHP/DNPA/physical/recommendations/young.htm
· http://www.americanheart.org/presenter.jhtml?identifier=2155
· https://www.healthatoz.com/healthatoz/Atoz/hl/fit/star/kfphyact.jsp
Grading Scale:  Weighted Averages (Board Policy)
A  =  90% – 100%     Excellent

B  =  80% - 89%        Good

C  =  71% - 79%        Fair

D  =  70                      Passing

F  =  below 70           Failing

Grading Policy:  
A. Classwork/Participation - 40 %  

B. Tests & Quizzes 30%

C. Projects 25%

D. Homework 5%

Homework Times for Grade 2:

Second Grade students should receive between 20 minutes to 40 minutes of content area homework per night and reading for practice and/or pleasure can be beyond this time.
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